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                           ”May is the month of Mary” is a hymn that we older people may recall 
singing when we were much younger. It was part of a devotional 
practice which has long since fallen into disuse. The origins of May 
Devotions are lost in the passage of time but it is said by some to reach 
back into the 16th century when Catholic piety assigned entire months 
to special devotions. It is claimed by some that toward the end of the 
eighteenth century a zealous Jesuit priest, Father Lalomia, started the 
practice of dedicating May to Our Lady among the students of the 
Roman college of the Society of Jesus. The devotion, which others had 
promoted in a small way, soon spread to other Jesuit Colleges 
and eventually to the entire Latin church. Since that time it was a 
regular feature of Catholic life until the days after the Second Vatican 
Council when devotional practices lost their popularity. 
 

The pious practice, however. of honouring Mary during the month of 
May has been especially recommended by the Popes. Pope Pius XII made 
frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred 
Liturgy (Mediator Dei) characterized it as one of "other exercises of piety 
which although not strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are 
nevertheless of special import and dignity, and may be considered in a 
certain way to be an addition to the liturgical cult: they have been 
approved and praised over and over again by the Apostolic See and by 
the Bishops". In another Encyclical focused on the recitation of the 
Rosary (Ingruentium Malorum) the same Holy Father said: “The custom 
of the family recitation of the Holy Rosary is a most efficacious means. 
What a sweet sight - most pleasing to God - when, at eventide, the 
Christian home resounds with the frequent repetition of praises in honour 
of the High Queen of Heaven! Then the Rosary, recited in the family, 
assembled before the image of the Virgin, in an admirable union of 
hearts, the parents and their children, who come back from their daily 
work. It unites them piously with those absent and those dead. It links all 
more tightly in a sweet bond of love, with the most Holy Virgin, who, like 
a loving mother, in the circle of her children, will be there bestowing 
upon them an abundance of the gifts of concord and family 
peace”. Blessed Pope Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using 
the Month of Mary devotion as a means of obtaining prayers for peace. 
He urged the faithful to make use of this practice which is "gladdening 
and consoling" and by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is honoured and the 
Christian people are enriched with spiritual gifts". 

LETTER  FROM  FR. ALDO 
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In this present time of widespread Christian persecution, we are seeking 
peace for our tortured brothers and sisters. Given that Our Blessed Lady is 
honoured and respected by Muslims, prayers to her, especially the Holy 
Rosary should be the means of overcoming the troubles and establishing 
peace. As was mentioned in the Parish Bulletin, the Nigerian Bishop Oliver 
Dashe Doeme is promoting the recitation of the Rosary for the overcoming 
of Boko Haram in his country. May we pray the Rosary every day this 
month for an end of religious persecution wherever it may be found  

Fr. Aldo 
 

 

 

 

 
Other Dates: 

May 17th :   United Service for Christian Aid Week – 9.45am – St Mary’s 

June 10th  :    Parish Council Meeting – 7.30 pm  - home of chairman 

June 18th :    Aid to the Church in Need talk and concert – 7.30pm 

Aug 24-29 :    CTC Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne   

Sun Oct 11th : United Service for One World Week - 3 pm – St Teresa’s  

Sat Oct 24th :  Parish Bazaar – 10 – 12.30pm   

 

  DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

St. Teresa’s Parish Barbecue 

Sunday 28th June 2015 
from 12 noon 

Presbytery Garden 
£5 Adults   £2.50 Children 

(tickets available early June) 
 

Nearer the time we will be asking for help with 
raffle prizes, salads, the loan of chairs and tables 
and help on the day. Watch out for further 

announcements from the beginning of June. 
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 It is nearly five years since I last wrote about music at St Teresa’s! By that time, 
largely owing to the imagination and energy of Claire Davies before her sadly 
early death, our old Hammond organ had been replaced by a small modern 
electronic church organ and you were all proficient in four modern Mass settings 
as well as the Missa de Angelis. Ivy Glare was gallantly shouldering the burden 
of organising the organists’ rota as well as doing the lion’s share of the playing.  

Since then the new liturgy has come in, Ivy and Peter have moved to Eynsham 
and Simon Hoare has moved to Dorset. Alison Offer has nobly taken over Ivy’s 
role and we are still very fortunate that John Garrick is prepared to play the 
organ for us on his Sundays off from being choirmaster at St Hugh’s Witney, as 
well as Christmas and Easter music. St Teresa’s produces, to my mind, a very 
good standard of music for a church and congregation of its size. In Fr. Aldo we 
have gained a talented musician who has brought more music into the Mass, 
notably the sung responsorial psalm, led by a rota of parishioners with lovely 
voices. 

But we have one organist fewer than we had this time last year! I am not in the 
parish every weekend, John has his musical commitments in Witney and Alison 
is not always able to play. There are occasional Sundays – though fortunately 
fairly few in recent months – when none of us is able to play. We are lucky in Fr. 
Aldo’s musical proficiency, but it’s not really fair to expect him to distract himself 
from his main job of giving us the sacrament. It would be great if a member of 
the congregation who plays the piano or another keyboard instrument were 
prepared to follow Alison’s example and join our crew. 

Our organ, which uses modern electronic organ technology to reproduce sound 
recorded from real pipe organ stops, is compact and easy to play. So are most 
hymns – I really mean this, and if you don’t believe me, ask Alison – and one of 
the perks of the job is that you can choose your own. Because traditional hymns 
are designed to be able to be sung by a choir in four-part harmony, the tunes 
consist in effect of a series of four-note chords – two notes for each hand. The 
responsorial psalms are even easier, with only three or four chord changes. If 
we can do it, you can! The organ requires a slightly different technique from 
playing the piano, but Alison has demonstrated that the transition is not difficult. 
You would not need to play all the music that we currently have at Mass; I’m 
sure Fr. Aldo would prefer have just the hymns accompanied than have no 
accompaniment at all. 

Alison or I would be very happy to give anyone a no-obligation demonstration 
any weekend. 

Nick Paines 

MUSIC AT ST. TERESA’S 
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I overheard my husband talking to a friend the other day about our trip 
to Sri Lanka and he totally surprised me with his response when asked 
what his highlight? We’d swam with sea eagles diving around us, we’d 
visited stunning tea plantations, we’d watched baby elephants feeding, 
but no he said sitting in the sweaty Surol office in Colombo and handing 
over the £200 raised by Saint Teresa’s Youth group was for him the best 
bit (he’s not Catholic and can get reluctant about my over enthusiasm for 
Saint Teresa’s). But.. he was wowed by the quality of the four people 
who run Surol; a charity that supports those with Leprosy to seek food 
and medicine, but ultimately lets them know that people care about them 
and that they are not alone. He even suggested he’d like to return and 
take more money and gifts from the UK to let them know they are in our 
prayers and thoughts back in the UK. I’m certainly going to take up the 
idea of returning with him!  

 After the Sri Lankan military defeated the Tamils finally in 2009 and 
access to the north and east of the island was made possible again, it 
was revealed there were a large numbers of people affected by leprosy 
were who had previously not been able to access health care or had the 
ability to earn or grow food and were in dire need of support, such was 
the state of their leprosy.  The social stigma attached to the disease (it 
was one regarded the curse of God) meant that accessing these sufferers 
has taken even more careful planning and fundraising by Surol to ensure 
those who most need their help receive it.  

The total number of known leprosy suffers in Sri Lanka is 3500 but the 
numbers are growing as more areas of the island are visited by Surol and 
health workers. Currently Surol support 380 people affected by leprosy, 
80 of which are children. They provide them with food parcels, clothes 
and toys for the children. Leprosy can be cured if caught early enough, 
so Surol are also supporting efforts by the government to educate the 
people of Sri Lanka about the truth of the disease and reduce the social 
stigma. In the past people affected by leprosy had to carry a bell and 
ring it when people were sighted in close proximity and shout ‘Leper’ so 
that they had time to move away. Times have definitely changed as my 
husband and I met a few people affected by leprosy on the buses and 
begging on the streets and the response to them was generally warm by 
the locals, so attitudes seem to be changing slowly. However, the

 SUROL: SUPPORT WITH LEPROSY IN SRI LANKA  
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number of people affected by leprosy on the island does seem to be on the 
increase and more work needs to be done to help them still. 

 Surol aims to give two hampers a year to each of its recipients and each 
hamper costs around £30, so Saint Teresa’s Youth group has been able to 
help almost seven people affected by leprosy keep fed and clothed for half 
of next year! Our money goes an incredibly long way over there and it was 
joyful to give the money directly to those who will then go out and meet the 

very people who will benefit from it. The wonderful Father Neil asked me to 
pass on this message to Father Aldo too who very kindly put Saint Teresa’s 
Youth group in touch with Surol “I am very happy he thought of us and for 
providing the relief. I am looking forward to telling them all where the 
money came from.” Rose Perera, Surol's secretary has also promised to 
send updates and swap their quarterly magazine with ours! And lastly I 
gave them a copy of the Saint Teresa’s Youth calendar which they loved. 
They thought Father’s drawing of an elephant was outstanding and that you 
could tell he’d been to Sri Lanka and seen one! They thought our church 
beautiful and the young people looked very happy and dynamic and I told 
them they were right and how lucky we were. 

 I am already pestering my husband about when we can return to Sri Lanka 
and visit Surol and he said we’ll need to raise some more money first so  
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let’s see what can be done. In the meantime Saint Teresa’s Youth group 
are hoping to meet up and share photos, eat Sri Lankan food cooked by 
Sharnalee and swap stories as it’s been a good few months since we last 
met up. From Saint Teresa’s Youth’s small membership, lives of seven 
people affected by leprosy have been blessed - may we work out how we 
can continue to bless those we support in Sri Lanka and here at home 
too. 

Brek Taylor 

 
 
By the time this issue of the magazine goes to press, the Annual Parish 
Meeting will have been held on Thurs 30 April. It will have been a time to 
review our past achievements and look forward to new projects and 
challenges. The minutes of this and last year’s meetings are (or will be 
posted shortly) at the back of church and copies may be obtained by 
contacting the Chairman (details below). 
 

St Teresa's Parish Council meets 3 times a year in addition to the APM 
and the next meeting will be held on Weds 10 June 2015, 7.30 pm at the 
home of the Chairman.  
 

These last few months, the parish has been renewing its Finance 
Committee and we take this opportunity to thank Gerard Frost, Paul 
Radcliffe and Sheila Peacock for their long years of stalwart service to the 
parish. We welcome Elizabeth Canning and Sharnalee Foster who are 
joining sole survivor Hugh Sherbrooke in the new trimmed down version 
of the committee. 
 

Various projects have been implemented since the last issue of this 
magazine. The parish has a new website. We thank Clare Carswell for 
designing it. Fr. Aldo and Sharnalee Foster will be helping manage the 
content. 
 

A new order of service booklet has been printed to include the four 
Eucharistic prayers. This is to minimize the number of sheets parishioners 
have to handle during Mass. 
 
CHRISTMAS HAMPER RAFFLE – final fund raising figure at 14 December: 
£468 (£202 on the day of the Bazaar, £66 from shops and £200 raised by 

 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
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personal sales over a two month period). Prolonging the sales period made 
this an arduous task. Conclusion is that we limit the raffle to the day of the 
Bazaar but create two or three slightly less valuable hampers to spread the 
extraordinary goods. 
 

COFFEE MORNING – 7 March 2015  - fund raised   £213.35   
Thanks to Jessie & Anthony Horn and Sheila & Charlie Peacock for 
organizing and to everyone else who helped on the day. 

 

The Council does not operate on a "membership" basis but, rather, all 
parishioners are invited to attend all meetings. The Council is particularly 
keen that those in charge of ministries attend regularly or send in reports, 
to update us on relevant issues and proposals.  
 

In addition, any parishioner is welcome to contact the Chairman at any time 
to raise any items of concern. 
 

Madeleine Wheare, Chairman   

 

 
 
 
A small group of girls made a trip to Rome from our Convent School.  I was 
15 years old, and we were escorted by Mother Perpetua, who taught 
Sciences at the Senior School.  Our trip was all the way by train.  It was in 
mid-May. When there, we stayed in rooms at a Convent. Our visits were 
conducted in the mornings and late afternoons – to avoid the mid-day heat!  
We spent a considerable time at the great St. Peter’s Basilica and also at 
the wonderful Sistine Chapel.  We also visited the Trevi Fountain.  One is 
supposed to throw two coins into the fountain – over ones shoulder whilst 
turning ones back to it – the first was to hope one would return to Rome, 
and the second was in the hope of fulfilling a wish! 
    
   We went to many other sites during the few days of our visit, but when it 
was hot we walked from one cafe to the next one, making use of their 
awnings!  We greatly enjoyed the visit and the Italian food and were 
impressed by the way Mother Perpetua dealt with her spaghetti!  

Paula Biggs 

 

 

 MEMORIES: A TEENAGER’S VISIT TO ROME FROM 

THE CONVENT OF THE HOLY CHILD, EDGBASTON 
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ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO DURHAM, LINDISFARNE AND OTHER 
SITES ASSOCIATED WITH THE EARLY CHURCH IN ENGLAND    

PILGRIMAGE LEADER: Suze Mathews 

                                   
                                                         
Churches Together in Charlbury is organising a pilgrimage visit to the sites of 
the early Church in England.   

THE PROGRAMME 
DAY 1  24/08 Travel to Durham by train from Banbury. We will stay at St Chad’s 
College, opposite the Cathedral 
DAY 2  25/08 An extended visit to the Cathedral to visit  the Shrine of 
St Cuthbert and  Bede's tomb. The afternoon is free time to explore Durham. 
DAY 3  26/08 A day at Lindisfarne:  our visit  incudes  the Priority and St. Mary’s 
Church, including some good walks around the Island seal spotting or swimming 
for the very hardy. 
 DAY 4  27/08 Visits to  Escomb, an 8th church built on the site of a Celtic church 
using stones from local Roman military camp and then Jarrow - the original 
Anglo-Saxon Church where Bede lived and wrote.  There's a great exhibition 
attached to Jarrow called 'Bedesworld' . Pilgrimage Dinner. 
DAY 5 28/08 Visits to Hexham to see the Abbey and then to Ruthwell to see the 
decorated   7c preaching cross, with scenes from the New Testament decorated 
in the same style as the Lindisfarne Gospels 
DAY 6 29/08 Return journey to Banbury/Charlbury by train 

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact me 

Suze Mathews  
 

  

St Cuthbert’s Pectoral 
Cross,  
Durham Cathedral 

 CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY  
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I know Lent and Easter are over but I thought this was a good reflection 
from Cardinal Basil Hume’s “A spiritual companion”.  

“Perhaps one particular question we can ask ourselves: is our religion 
something only external, or does it touch our minds and our hearts? What is 
important about Lent is to have a change of heart, put things right in our 
lives which may be wrong. I sum that up by saying, to turn away from 
these things that separate us from God or displease him, allow him to touch 
our minds and hearts. Because when the Grand Feast of Easter comes – 
and Lent is the preparation for Easter – we need to be fully prepared to 
receive the grace which God will want to give us at that time. Easter is so 
much more that a welcome spring break it has its own special meaning and 
importance. It offers us real hope. It is the key to unlock the secrets of life. 
It reveals the immensity of God’s love and the future he has planned for 
each one of us. Through Easter we now have a sure hope that there is a 
meaning and a purpose in all that happens to us.” 

Should we be always trying to put things right in our lives that are wrong? 
and how do we discern it? We all have out faults but the really hard bit is 
recognising it, not in other but in ourselves. Then we do find the immensity 
of God’s love when we feel ourselves forgiven. The enormity of God’s love is 
hard to grasp but it is real. 

A few thoughts: 

Prayer is the key to the morning and the bolt of the evening  - Mahatma 
Ghandi 

The more we are alone with God, the more we are united with one another 
– Thomas Merton 

You may be up early but be sure the devil is up before you! – Irish proverb 

Hilda Joy Jones 

 

 

MORE REFLECTIONS FROM CARDINAL BASIL HUME’S  

“A SPIRITUAL COMPANION” 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed articles to this 11th edition of  

St.Teresa’s magazine. 

We hope to distribute the next issue during in Advent. 

If you have anything you would like to contribute please  

contact Alison by e-mail or on phone no. 813063 
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I joined the Lifeteen group in Chipping Norton for a Passover meal in Holy 
Week. There were about ten of us sat around a candlelit table with the 
Seder plate in the middle. The Seder plate had six different types of food in 
six different sections of the plate. Each type of food stood for different parts 
of the story of the Passover, which we heard before starting to eat. For 
example, one of the six foods was Maror and Chazeret; bitter herbs dipped 
in salt water. This represented the harsh slavery the Jewish people suffered, 
and the tears they shed. The other foods were Charoset (a mixture of 
cinnamon, nuts, apples and sweet red wine), Karpas (a vegetable other than 
bitter herbs; usually parsley or celery), Z’roa or Zeroah (a lamb shank bone), 
Beitzah (a roasted, hard-boiled egg), Matzot (bread). Although the meal 
tasted unusual, I could appreciate the symbolic significance of what I was 
eating, and enjoyed the evening. 

Max Foster  

 
 
 

A PASSOVER MEAL 
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Below is a list of fundraising activities planned in the parish in the next 18 
months for Aid to the Church in Need. 
 

2015 
18 June: INTRODUCTION TO ACN        
  talk by ACN  and some music + wine, small charge   
  No entry charge but ‘retiring’ donations invited 
   
Oct (date tbc): QUIZ NIGHT + REFRESHMENTS   
                  Memorial Hall - tbc 
          
Oct/Nov/Dec:  Sale of Xmas Cards/Gifts 
  at the Parish Bazaar and Charlbury Charity Christmas Card Sale 
  
2016 
Feb/March : Sale of gifts via ACN Lent and Easter brochure 
 
March/April: Coffee Morning        
 
June: Coach Excursion to Anglo-Saxon Church – Deerhurst, Glos.  
   Donations invited     
 
Sept:  Community Concert    
                    St Mary’s (tbc) 
                    An amateur evening of song, poems, dance and other           
                    entertainments)     
 
Oct/Nov/Dec:  Sale of Xmas Cards/Gifts 
  at the Parish Bazaar and Charlbury Charity Christmas Card Sale 
  
For further information  about any of the above events, or if you wish to help, 
please contact Suze Mathews, 
 

 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED  

St.Teresa’s Parish has a new website: 

www.stteresaschurch-charlbury.com 

If you have any photos of parish events 

that could be added to the website 

please e-mail them to Clare  
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On Saturday 7th March, I tagged along with a group of young people from 
Holy Trinity, Chipping Norton, for Flame 2, one of the largest Catholic youth 
events held in this country.  

The day started with a relatively painless bus journey from Banbury to 
Wembley Arena, where the event was to take place, picking up groups of 
Catholics as we went. We arrived at the arena to be greeted by many smiling 
faces, free goodie bags and a hugely friendly atmosphere. The arena was 
packed with more than 8,000 young people gathered to hear a range of 
speakers, such as Cardinal Luis Tagle, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Fr Timothy 
Radcliffe, Baroness Hollins and David Wells. There was also uplifting, modern 
Christian music throughout from Matt Redman. 

A highlight for me was Cardinal Tagle's talk in which he focused on sharing 
"something of the mercy of God and the joy of the Gospel". 

I love attending events like this, where one can really feel the strength of 
faith. As a young person in the middle of A-levels, it is easy to put religion to 
the back of my mind, but this was one of those occasions that reminded me 
that our faith can really help bring us through these stressful stages. 

I had the best time at Flame 2 and it has inspired me to go to more Catholic 
youth events. 

"Spread the flame of God's mercy and heal the wounded world". 
Zoe Foster 

 
 

Womens World Day of Prayer in March was a service prepared by women from 
the Bahamas and was well attended. 

CTC hosted a very successful and well attended series of Lent talks entitled 
Spiritual Heroes, opened by Suze Matthews speaking on St Cuthbert. Other 
talks were Emma Pennington on Julian of Norwich, Vincent Strudwick on 
Richard Hooker, Stella Bristow on Susanna Wesley and early Methodist 
women, Alistair McGrath on C S Lewis. The lent lunches were very popular too 
and 50 people joined the Walk of Witness on Good Friday.  

Christian Aid Week is 10 to 16 May with the next United Service on Sunday 17 
May in St Mary's Church at 9.45. It is possible to attend this service and get to 
mass by 11!!!                                        

                                                          Clare Carswell

FLAME 2 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY 
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AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED (ACN) 
An international charity that supports persecuted Christians 

 

A TALK WITH VIDEO 
Followed by a 

CONCERT 
 

Thursday 18 June, 7.30pm 
  doors open at 7pm 

St. Mary’s Church, Charlbury 
 

  7.30 INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME 
  AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED:  
  A talk about ACN with a Video: Dr Dee Dunne Thomas, ACN  
 

  8.15 BREAK + WINE 
  

  8.35  Quartet Melba 
 

  Haydn String Quartet Op 33 No 3 –  
  known as "The Bird";  
  Clarinet Quintet by Mozart  
  9.30   Conclusion and thanks 
 

No charge but donations warmly welcome 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT  
SUZE MATHEWS 

 
Some quotations by Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
'When we have money we lose contact with God- What can we do with too 
much money? Put it in the bank? We must never get into the habit of being 
preoccupied with the future. There is no reason to be preoccupied with it: 
God is there. When the desire for money comes, with it comes the desire 
for things money can provide: superfluous objects, beautiful rooms, 
luxurious food on our table, more clothes, more admirers, etc. Our needs 
increase, and, because one thing leads to another, the consequence is 
endless dissatisfaction. God gives riches, and it is our duty to  
share them with those who are less favoured'    --      When asked about 
Natural Disasters Mother Teresa replied  ' When I see God, he has a lot of 
explaining to do'   --  'I do know that when we die and it comes time for 
God to judge us, he will not ask "How many good things have you done in 
your life?" Rather he will ask "How much love did you put into what you 
did?"’ 

Contributed by Michael Mateunas 
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Every year groups of Canadian students spend three months in Charlbury 
over the winter. This year we were joined in the parish by Ben Corkery, 
one of the students. Here is his reflection on his time in Charlbury: 
 

This past semester I had the privilege of studying literature in Oxford, 
England. Coming from the much younger country of Canada, and more 
specifically southern Ontario, this was a truly interesting and inspiring 
experience. Leaving aside my studies in Oxford, I noted the small town 
lifestyle of my place of residence, which was of course Charlbury. 
 

 Contributing to the beautiful character of this small English town nestled 
in the Cotswolds, in addition to its wonderful pubs and pretty little 
streets, was my warm welcome into the Catholic parish. The parish of St 
Teresa is a beautiful old building which one enters through  a small stone 
archway following the pathway past a statue of Our Blessed Mother and 
numerous blooming flowers, under the shade of a small tree to the 
doorway. This beautiful scene, which I took in many times on my way to 
weekday or Sunday mass, will always stick in my mind as one of 
Charlbury's great treasures.  
 

However, this pretty picture is nothing new to those faithful parishioners 
of St. Teresa who tread this path regularly; and it is with warmth that I 
now direct my attention to them as well as to Fr. Aldo, their parish 
priest.  
 

I have always valued the opportunity to attend Mass in places that I visit 
or travel. It is an interesting feeling to be far from home and yet at home 
at the same time. Charlbury was no exception to this. In addition to the 
beauty and love which always accompanies the celebration of the mass, I 
found here also a community of people who contributed to the sense of 
love and and peace which flows from this sacrament. A truly Christian 
community that made feel at home in the parish of St. Teresa though it 
was many miles from my own parish. 
 

During my first few days in Charlbury I was welcomed by Madeleine into 
the parish where I soon became acquainted with Fr. Aldo as well as a 
number of the other parishioners. Following the first eleven o’clock 
Sunday mass I attended in Charlbury, I was warmly invited to join them  

 
  

 IMPRESSIONS OF AN ENGLISH PARISH 
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and others for coffee and biscuits at Elizabeth’s -  a kind and faithful 93 
year old parishioner who generously opened her beautiful old home to the 
parish each Sunday. These were truly blessed occasions, and I look back 
fondly upon my time spent with my new fellow parishioners and the parish 
priest. 
 

Though I only spent three months in Charlbury my involvement at St. 
Teresa's will remain a wonderful chapter in my journey as a Christian. I 
wish to thank all the parishioners and Fr. Aldo for their warm welcome and 
support of a fellow Catholic away from home. May God bless and keep you 
all and may we meet again someday! 
 

St. Teresa of Lisieux, pray for us!  
Ben Corkery 

 
 
Did you know: 
 

Frogs were sacred to the Egyptians and it was forbidden to kill them. They 
would therefore have suffered intensely during the second plague 
 

The tabernacle was covered with “tachash” skin. No one knows what that 
animal was. Some scholars have guessed that it was either zebras or 
okapis, but most think it was a sea animal like a porpoise or a manatee. 
 

The idea that angels had wings evolved in the 4th century. Prior to that they 
were usually considered to be wingless. 
 
Humour: 
 

On his Golden Wedding Anniversary George decided to go down to the local 
pub and have a few drinks to celebrate his fifty years of marriage. Within a 
matter of minutes, customers were gathering around and buying drinks for 
him. They asked him if there was something really special he had done to 
please his wife during his time.  
“Oh yes” replied George, four our silver wedding I took her over to Australia 
to visit her brother and his family.”  
“And what are you planning to do for your golden wedding?” they asked. 
“Well…”, said George, “I was thinking of going out to Australia and bringing 
her back home”. 

Contributed by Monsignor Morgan  
Found in the Church of Wales Parish of St Harmon parish news. 

  DID YOU KNOW AND HUMOUR 
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Our Annual Church Bazaar will be held on Saturday 24 October in the 
Memorial Hall, Charlbury from 10 to 12.30. Set up will begin the previous 
evening Friday from 4 pm to 7 pm and Saturday from 8.30 am. 

This is the premier Fund raising event of the year for our parish and we 
aim to raise over a £1,000.  It is an "inclusive" event - parishioners from 
every outlying part of our parish are welcome and indeed, needed. No 
experience necessary. We need people on the day, as well as before, for 
setting up and afterwards for clearing up. Also we need items to sell. 

There will be a series of the “usual” stalls, a raffle and a Café, 
FAIRTRADE Christmas cards and goods as well as items from the AID TO 
THE CHURCH IN NEED catalogue. We are open to new ideas as well. 
Please let me know of anything new you would like us to include. 

It would be good to start thinking about these things throughout the 
summer. Do start saving your unwanted items books, bric-a-brac, toys, 
puzzles and thinking about our home produce stall, which will be looking 
for preserves, surplus garden vegetables, apples, and cakes! 

I suggest a small group of us meet informally in the next month or two 
to start discussing everything. If you are interested in being part of the 
team and helping in however small a way, please contact: 

Bazaar Coordinator, Madeleine Wheare    
 

 
 

Padre Pio, an Italian Franciscan priest who bore the stigmata, was 
canonised by Pope John Paul II in 2002. The following quotations are a 
sample of his legacy of words of wisdom and inspiration:   
 

“Never let your mind become so absorbed in your work or in 
other matters as to make you lose the presence of God.” 
 

“The greater your sufferings the greater God’s love for you.” 
 

“Pray, hope and don’t worry. 
Worry is useless. God is merciful and will hear your prayer.” 
 

“Prayer is the best weapon we have; it is the key to God’s 
heart.” 

Mary Prior
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Our stall reopens on Sunday 10 May 2015  
St Teresa's is one of five churches in Charlbury to actively support the FAIRTRADE 
movement. Launched in Sept 2010, our stall makes a selection of the 
TRAIDCRAFT /Fairtrade product line available - mostly food but also fashion and 
gift items from around the world. 

TRAIDCRAFT was established as a Christian response to poverty, working with 
people of all faiths and none. As a dedicated fair trade company, they buy from 
disadvantaged producers, and as a charity they help producers to engage in trade 
and campaign for trade justice.  

Their vision is A WORLD FREED FROM THE SCANDAL OF POVERTY. 

Our parish's contribution is to sell/buy these goods at cost on a weekly basis. 
There is a stall outside St Teresa's after the 11 am Mass on Sundays when the 
weather is fair. It is manned by the Coordinator and young people from the parish 
Zoe Foster, Victoria Paines and Hannah Lewis. The catalogue is also available for 
orders from those who attend St Kenelm's. These orders can be taken any time.  

St Teresa's FT belong to the Charlbury Fairtraders group and we pool our weekly 
orders to benefit from bulk order prices and save on delivery charges. Thank you 
to all parishioners for supporting our mission of fighting poverty through trade. 

"My children, our love is not just to be words or mere talk, but something real and 
active."  1 John 3:18 

To receive or order from our catalogue please contact FT Coordinator: Madeleine 
Wheare   

 

MAGNIFICAT - DAILY MASS READINGS AND MUCH MORE  
 

MAGNIFICAT is a pocket sized monthly publication, which provides all 
readings, psalms and prayers for every day of the year.  It also carries a wealth 
of other spiritual reading and daily reflections by inspirational theologians and 
writers from all ages.  The UK edition is edited by former parishioner, Leonie 
Caldecott, named “Catholic Woman of the Year 2014”. Many of you will 
remember her warmly. 

MAGNIFICAT has proven an excellent way to enter fully into the Church's 
liturgical rhythms and spiritual legacy.  

The current rate is £40 per year - a £10 saving on the cover cost. For this you 
will receive 12 monthly copies and a special issue for Holy Week. 
 

For more information, please contact our parish Magnificat Ambassador: 
Madeleine Wheare 

 FAIRTRADE 



 

A Prayer for Pentecost 

 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator, come 

From Thy bright heavenly throne; 

Come, take possession of our souls, 

And make them all Thine own. 
 

Thou who art called the Paraclete, 

Best gift of God above, 

The living spring, the living fire, 

Sweet unction and true love. 
 

Thou who art sevenfold in Thy grace, 

Finger of God’s right hand; 

His promise, teaching little ones 

To speak and understand. 
 

O guide our minds with Thy blest light, 

With love our hearts inflame; 

And with Thy strength, which never decays, 

Confirm our mortal frame. 
 

Far from us drive our deadly foe; 

True peace unto us bring; 

And through all perils lead us safe 

Beneath Thy sacred wing. 
 

Through Thee may we the Father know, 

Through Thee the eternal Son, 

And Thee the Spirit of them both, 

Thrice-blessed Three in One. 
 

All glory to the Father be, 

With His co-equal Son: 

The same to Thee, great Paraclete, 

While endless ages run. 

 

                                                Attributed to Rhabanus Maurus, circa 800 

The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216 
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