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Parish Coffee Morning
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ST. TERESA’S NETWORK
St.Teresa’s Network is a parish e-mail group (currently a Yahoogroups e-mail list), that is used for sharing information about parish
events. You can join by sending an e-mail to
stteresasnetwork-subscribe@yahoogroups.com with the subject
“subscribe”.
Note that you do not need subscribe to yahoo to join the group.

NORTH OXFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY FOODBANK
Donations of non-perishable food for the North Oxfordshire
Community Foodbank can be left in the crate at the back of
St.Teresa’s. Food should have a “best before date” of at least 6
months in advance. In particular they are asking for sugar, jars of
tomato-based pasta sauces, tinned potatoes or instant mash, long
life semi-skimmed milk, long life orange juice and jams or spreads.

SEEKING LOCAL HISTORY: WW1 CENTENARY
With the centenary of the World War 1 fast approaching, is anyone
aware of anyone from our parish (which was then based in
Radford, rather than Charlbury), who gave their life in the first
World War?

Cover picture drawn by Max Foster 
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FROM FR. ALDO
As we celebrate Jesus' rising from the dead may I begin by wishing you
all the blessings of this Easter Day. We have been so fortunate in being
able to prepare for this time by walking the Lenten journey when, through
prayer, fasting and almsgiving we have been able to strip away
something, at least, of our pride and selfishness so that, hopefully, we
have emerged as a better people.
It was the great St. Augustine of Hippo who said that “We are an
Easter People and Alleluia is our song”. These words of his have meaning
for Christians of every era. No other feast is celebrated with such
preparation, solemnity and duration as is Easter. For fifty days, beginning
with Easter Day until Pentecost, the Church celebrates the fact that Jesus,
in his human body, rose from the dead and this is the reason why
throughout all of Easter Week we say in the liturgy, "This is the day the
Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad” (Ps. 118/24). The elaborate
Paschal or Easter Candle stands prominently in the sanctuary of every
church reminding us of the fact that through his death and rising we have
been delivered from the slavery of sin and since death has been
conquered, it no longer has dominion over us.
There is no doubt, then, that our human bodies, like Christ's, will one
day rise. Since the word 'alleluia' is a superlative expression of
thanksgiving, joy, and triumph it is the most appropriate word for an Easter
people, like ourselves, to have it as our song. St. Augustine was so right!
Fr.Aldo

PARISH COFFEE MORNING - MAY 3rd 2014
The Parish is holding a coffee morning in the Corner House on Saturday
3rd May. We would like to ask all parishioners if they will kindly help by
donating either their time on the day or by making cakes, scones, biscuits
etc. to sell on the cake stall. We are also hoping to have a raffle, so any
prizes would be greatly appreciated. It doesn’t matter how much or how
little you can do, it will all be greatly appreciated.
If you are able to help please speak to either me, Jessie Horn, or
Sheila Peacock, who will be outside Mass on Sundays at, we will be
pleased to take your name as either a helper, a baker or prize giver.
Jessie Horn
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LENTEN REFLECTION: EVANGELII GAUDIUM
Yes, I do know Lent is over, but Lent is what leads up to the celebration of
Easter.
I have to confess I am not a great reader of Encyclicals, the only one I
vaguely perused was Pope Benedict’s last one which had some very good
points and was highly praised by many church people of all denominations.
A kind parishioner donated free several copies of Pope Francis’ first encyclical,
so I made a point of reading it through Lent, first, it is easy to read, in plain
English with footnotes, second it has a wealth of love, thought and common
sense. He reminds us we are missionaries in our own little way, but
encourages us to do more. We hear about the “idolatry of money” and the
“new idols” of possessions and greed.
Also he talks about the responsibility of lay persons in the parish, that they
need to take on some responsibility in the parish (§102). To my delight he
also talks about “the feminine genius needed in all expressions of life and
society” (§102). We are called to rise up and grow with our church.
It seems to me we are now starting a new era, with changes but also with
new volunteers to help with the work, it will be good, and fun, and I believe
our church will grow into something positive and vibrant. I do recommend all
to read Evangelii Gaudium, and if you have the time or the will, write to the
Pope and tell him what you think. I hear he is very receptive.
Hilda Joy Jones
MEMORIES OF BOARDING AT A HOLY CHILD CONVENT & GIRLS SCHOOL

In each dormitory one nun had a bed - so there was no hanky panky!
We were woken in the morning by a nun tapping the blanket over the feet of
those who were going to Mass, and saying -“Blessed be the Holy Child
Jesus”. You were required to reply -“Now and forever more, Amen.”
The response, if there was one, was barely heard!
To get washed, one had to take an enamel jug from your cupboard and walk
along the corridor and down steps to a sink and bring warm water back to
one’s bedside bowl. After dressing, the water had to be tipped into pails at
the end of the room.
Those who had elected to stay longer in bed were unlikely to continue
sleeping with all that was going on around!
Paula Biggs
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ST. TERESA’S YOUTH
Littlemore visit

Just before Christmas, the
St.Teresa’s Youth Group visited The
College at Littlemore; the place
where Blessed John Henry Newman
lived from 1842 to 1846. We were
given a warm welcome and shown
around the college; a place of great
importance to Newman, as it was at
Littlemore that he was received into
the Catholic Church, in 1845, by the
Italian Passionist, Blessed Dominic
Barberi. The former library now
holds an exhibition of Newman
representations, busts, prints and
paintings of people and places
related to him. This allowed us to
build upon our fairly basic knowledge
of Newman’s life, and I’m sure that I
was not the only one who left the
room feeling totally inspired and in
awe of all that he had achieved. We
were then invited to join the sisters
in their daily prayer, where
Agnieszka volunteered to do one of
the readings. This was a wonderful
thing to experience and take part in,
knowing that we were in the chapel
where Newman spent so much of his
time.
By learning about John Henry
Newman and all that he did, we
deepened our understanding of his
search for the truth, and of the
Catholic Church as a whole. I found
our visit incredibly interesting, and
would urge anyone not familiar with
Newman’s story to look into it! The
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things he did, and the things he said,
are amazingly relevant to life in the
present day.
“A man would do nothing if he
waited until he could do it so well
that no one could find fault” –
Blessed John Henry Newman.
Zoe Foster
Oxford Animal Sanctuary

Saint Teresa’s youth group visited
the Oxfordshire Animal sanctuary to
give the money which we raised for
them at the parish bazaar. The
Oxfordshire animal sanctuary looks
after and rehomes hundreds of
abandoned animals, mainly cats
and dogs but other animals too.
During our visit we were shown all
of the dogs they have and also the
cat enclosure which had only
recently been built. We all really
enjoyed our visit and I am glad our
donation will be able to help the
animals.
Agnieszka Henry
Oxfordshire Youth Quiz

Earlier this spring, three of us joined
four members of Chipping Norton
parish youth group to form a joint
team at the Oxfordshire Catholic
Youth Quiz in Blackbird Leys.
The questions were mostly on
general knowledge and we led until
the last round when we fell behind
and came second overall. It was a
fun night and good to meet people
from other Catholic youth groups.
Hannah Lewis
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PRIEST’S REMUNERATION
This subject is often overlooked and is prone to popular misconception, which
is why the Annual Parish Meeting requested that the details be outlined here.
All priests within the Archdiocese of Birmingham, whether with parish
responsibilities or not, are given an annual stipend of £3,680. Yes, that is
correct £3,680 per year. This remuneration is enhanced by various benefits
namely: free accommodation, all utilities paid, some grocery bills, and travel
expenses at 50p per mile.
To supplement this, parishes are called upon to show their appreciation for
their Parish priest twice a year, usually at Christmas (Midnight and Day
masses) and at Easter (Vigil and Morning masses). It is important to realise
that any funds put in the blue gift aid envelopes on these days DO NOT go to
the priest but to the diocese. So it is important to segregate the funds, which
is why the Parish now has special envelopes at the back of church for
donations to Father.
Needless to say, one doesn’t need to wait for these times of year. A donation
to Father at any time is most welcome. (By the way, Fr Aldo's birthday is 10
July!)
Madeleine Wheare, Chairman
In 1987 Pope John Paul II, shortly to be canonised, invited Catholics to
reflect on the words of an ancient hymn:

“Loving Mother of our Redeemer,
Gate of Heaven, star of the sea,
Assist your people who have fallen yet strive to rise again.
To the wonderment of nature, you bore your Creator.”
So much is difficult and wrong in the world: fanaticism, war, famine,
homelessness, cruelty, mental and physical illness but Blessed John Paul’s
beautiful prayer repeatedly comes to me.
Faith is so fragile and I can fall into despair so easily. This prayer helps
me to notice what is good and kind and to notice blossom and flowers
and the wonders of nature. If I can, however occasionally, even begin to
understand Blessed John Henry Newman’s description of the Mass as
“Consoling, piercing, overcoming, thrilling”, then, for me, that prayer is
answered.
Louise Littledale
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EASTERN CHRISTIANITY
The year 2014 is very unusual in that all of the world's Christians will be
celebrating Easter on the same date. Normally there is some difference
in date with 2013 being an extreme case: for Westerners Easter Sunday
was March 31st, while the Orthodox and Eastern Orthodox celebrated
Easter Sunday as late as May 5th.
What exactly is Eastern Christianity?
In the Wikipedia article on “Eastern Christianity” we read that:
“The Eastern Catholic Churches are autonomous, self-governing
particular churches in full communion with the Pope. Together with the
Latin Church, they make up the Catholic Church as a whole. They
preserve many centuries-old Eastern liturgical, devotional, and
theological traditions, shared in most cases with the various other
Eastern Christian churches with which they were once associated, such
as the Eastern Orthodox Church and Oriental Orthodox Church”.
Elsewhere the same is said a little more fully:
“Orthodox Christianity identifies itself as the original Christian church
founded by Christ and the Apostles, and traces its lineage back to the
early church through the process of Apostolic Succession and
unchanged theology and practice. Distinguishing characteristics of the
Orthodox Church (shared with some of the Eastern Catholic Churches)
include the Divine Liturgy, the Mysteries or Sacraments, and an
emphasis on the preservation of Tradition, which it holds to be Apostolic
in nature.”
Thus although Orthodoxy comprises by far the largest branch of Eastern
Christianity it is by a long way neither the oldest nor the most
widespread. Churches in the Middle East and India originated way back
in Apostolic times (another of our parishioners can tell us a lot more
about the latter than I ever could), while the Nestorians, who settled in
China, have been there since the 7th century.
Thus the Christianity of Western Europe, which from our perspective is
so important, particularly after it had spread to the Americas and Africa,
is only a part of a much larger whole. Incidentally the situation in Africa
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is complicated by the fact that many of its Christian communities were
established very early as for example the Copts in Ethiopia, who speak
a Semitic language akin to Hebrew, or the community of Carthage,
who’s most illustrious member was of course St Augustine.
One could go on....and on, but at least these few remarks will, I hope,
turn our thoughts to the universality, or catholicity of our church.
Teresa Coghlan

HOUSING JUSTICE
St Teresa’s invited Alastair Murray of the charity Housing Justice to give
one of the series of Lent talks themed ‘Christianity in Action – Making a
Difference in our World’ at St Mary’s Church in March. Organized by the
Churches Together Charlbury Committee, the series raised questions
such as ‘Who is My Neighbour’ and the talk by Alastair Murray gave a
well-attended meeting a practical answer to this question.
Housing Justice is another example of the way that compassion brings
Christians together despite differences in belief, because it was formed
from the Catholic Housing Aid Society and two Anglican charities. It
works to tackle the growing problem of homelessness, of which the
street sleepers are just the tip of the iceberg.
We learnt that there is an ever deepening crisis due to a decades long
lack of supply of newly-built houses. Alastair told us that tackling the
lack of affordable dwelling-places, with a spirit of concern as members
of society, is more relevant to ending the suffering of the homeless
than the ‘sticking-plaster’ of food banks and soup runs – though they
are desperately needed. ‘We will not blame people for their poverty,
but stand alongside them’ is part of the prayer of Action Week for
Poverty and Homelessness.
You can learn how to give, act and pray at:
www.housingjustice.org.uk

Peter Clifton

Easter 2014

7

DUNCAN’S FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL
Many years ago, 1975 to be exact, my young and only son at the time,
aged 4½, was looking forward to his first day at “BIG” school. His
sisters were already there so it was not quite as daunting for him as it
might have been. He set off with alacrity, much encouraged by his two
older sisters. He was dressed impeccably in a new school uniform
consisting of fully lined grey trousers, freshly ironed shirt, school tie,
and a blazer with badge. His hair was well combed with a parting,
damped down with water as was customary at the time.
I spent the day wondering how he was getting on and hoping he hadn’t
disgraced himself in any way.
When the time came I set off in the car to collect him and his elder
sisters. Waiting mildly anxiously at the gate I saw him come out
accompanied by several small boys of his own age. He looked very
happy indeed and my anxiety was immediately allayed. We greeted
each other with a hug and he told me how much he’d enjoyed his day.
Then, “Mummy”, shouted my eldest daughter who was walking behind,
“he’s got a big hole in his trousers!”
“Oh dear”, said I, “let’s have a look.”
Sure enough, there was a large jagged tear in the seat of his trousers.
“How on earth did this happen?” I exclaimed. He looked very
thoughtful.
“Oh”, he said, “it must have been a moth!”

Sue Daniels

ST. TERESA’S BAZAAR – SATURDAY 27th SEPTEMBER 2014
Our Annual Church Bazaar will be held on Saturday 27 September in the
Memorial Hall, Charlbury from 10 to 12.30. Set up will begin the
previous evening Friday from 4 pm to 7 pm.
This is the premier Fund raising event of the year for our parish and is
an inclusive event - parishioners from every outlying part of our parish
are welcome and indeed, needed. No experience necessary. We need
people on the day as well as before for setting up and afterwards for
clearing up. Also we need ITEMS TO SELL.
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There will no doubt be a series of stalls, a raffle and a Café, as well as
Fairtrade Christmas cards and Fairtrade goods. The Youth Group will no
doubt want to run a particular stall also. We are open to new ideas as well.
Please let me know of anything new we could include.
It would be good to start thinking about these things well before the
summer is upon us. Do start saving your unwanted items books, bric-a-brac,
toys, puzzles and thinking about our HOME PRODUCE STALL, which will be
looking for preserves, surplus garden vegetables, apples, and CAKES!
I suggest a small group of us meet informally in the next month or two to
start discussing everything. If you are interested in being part of the team
and helping in however small a way, please contact:
Bazaar Coordinator, Madeleine Wheare 01608 810092 /
mad@wheare.org

THE CROSS IN MY POCKET
I carry a cross in my pocket
A simple reminder to me
Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.

It reminds me to be thankful
For my blessings day by day
And to strive to serve Him better
In all that I do and say.

It's not for identification
For the world to see
It's simply an understanding
Between my Saviour and me.

It's also a daily reminder
Of the peace and comfort I share
With all, who know my Master
And give themselves to His care.

When I put my hand in my pocket
To bring out my Rosary
The cross is there to remind me
Of the price He paid for me.

So, I carry a cross in my pocket
Reminding no one but me
“Jesus Christ is Lord” of my life
If only I'll let Him be.

Contributed by Damayanthi Winder
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SPRING THOUGHTS
Ahhh – the sweet smell of spring - snowdrops, daffodils, primroses and
cowslips grace my garden. But Arrgh! What’s this? Lots and lots of
pernicious weeds in among the flowers. If I pull them up I’ll pull my
plants up too. What to do?
I took advice from Jesus, I let them all grow together (picking the flower
heads from the weeds) until Autumn when I will dig over the beds and
remove the weeds and split and replant the flowers, so I just may have
some snowdrops, primroses etc. to give away in Autumn.
On the subject of gardens, several visitors to our church garden have
complimented us on our “beautiful garden”. Well done, our good and
green fingered gardener. It is lovely to see the flowers throughout the
year.
Hilda Joy Jones

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN CHARLBURY - CTC
Hilda Joy Jones and Clare Carswell are St Teresa's CTC representatives.
The Committee meets every two months to discuss and coordinate activities as
well as to support each other. The Chairmanship rotates around the churches the current Chair is Helen Wright of The Baptist’s. Clare Carswell will step in as
Vice Chair when the present Vice Chair, Dinah Clements, moves from
Charlbury shortly. The Chairmanship will come to St Teresa’s in October. There
are many events which happen in Charlbury organised by CTC.
UNITED SERVICES: There are three United Services a year, in January for
Christian Unity, in May for Christian Aid and in October for One World Week
and they are hosted in rotation between the five denominations. United
Services are usually held at 9.45 am in St Mary's Church. This is convenient as
the Catholics and Quakers can still attend their own services. As a rule only
two or three people from St Teresa's attend - sadly, we are under
represented. It would be good to work together and share worship with our
fellow Christians.
St Teresa's organised the United Service for Christian Unity on 19th January
2014. A Vespers service was held in St Teresa's Church at 3 pm and Fr.Paul
Moss, who is the General Secretary of the Catholic/Methodist Commission gave
the sermon, which is now available to read on the CTC website. The service
was well attended by other denominations and the response was positive too.
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LENT LUNCHES: The series of Lent lunches are well attended and very
successful with all churches taking part on a rota system. St Teresa's lunch on 21st
March was ably supported by parishioners, providing homemade soups, setting up
and serving on the day. The money raised from the lunches this year is in support of
the Afghan Women’s Education Centre and posters from Christian Aid featuring the
project are displayed. The first lunch this year raised £379.35 which is almost a
record.
LENT TALKS: The theme of this year's Lenten series is ‘Christianity in Action –
Making a Difference in our World’. Talks are held at 7.30 in St Mary’s Church each
Tuesday in Lent. The talks are well attended by parishioners and some clergy,
although generally only two or three people from St Teresa’s attend and it would be
good to see more Catholics joining with other Christians in our community in
support of these events next year.
Each church has hosted a different speaker in the series of talks. St Teresa’s invited
Alastair Murray of Housing Justice, a Catholic/Anglican charity to speak on March
18th. The series raises questions such as ‘Who is My Neighbour’ and the excellent
talk by Alastair Murray gave a practical answer to this question and introduced the
work of the charity which campaigns for the homeless.
WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 7th March The Baptist Church: This
one hour service prepared by the Baptists and collaboratively produced by all the
five churches was a thoughtful and meaningful view of EGYPT - this year's country
and was themed ‘Streams in the Desert’ The service was well attended and a few
parishioners from St Teresa's participated. These services have grown in popularity
over the last few years and attract women of all ages and some men.
FUNDRAISING : The CTC decided that this year some of it’s fundraising for
Christian Aid be for a specific project working with women in Afghanistan. The
Oxford CA office supplied us with information about the project, the ‘Afghan
Women’s Educational Centre’ (AWEC) which was started in 1991 and creates a place
for women to recover some of the educational opportunities lost under the Taliban
government. They can attend literacy classes and adult education and get support
to start their own small businesses.
Groups are expected to pledge to raise £5000 by April 2015 which the EU will match
3:1 making £5000 worth £20,000. Although this is an ambitious target, it was
agreed that the CTC would aim to raise the £5000 and would approach other local
organizations for support. £500 has been donated from money raised last year.
Charlbury Fair Traders have donated £500 and The Friends have donated also.
Apart from the Christian Aid door to door collections in May, all funds raised this
year will go to the project.
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CANADIAN STUDENTS : 10 Canadian Students have been staying in
Charlbury since January, 5 of them are Roman Catholic and we have been
pleased to welcome them to our parish. Fr Aldo joined them as their chaplain
for one day which was much appreciated.
CHURCH FRIENDS : This initiative welcomes new people to Charlbury with a
welcome pack explaining where all the nearest shops can be found. It also
contains an information map of the town and details of organisations and
churches. It was recently featured in an interview on an Oxford Radio
programme on Charlbury. There are 53 people listed as Church Friends
throughout Charlbury but this still does not cover the whole of the town. They
are always looking for new people to cover a street, so if you think you might
be able to help please contact Liz Tait 01608 810150.
CTC WEBSITE : Clare has made a website with an online calendar and
What’s On section for the CTC. It can be found at
www.churchestogether.org/charlbury
If you are planning church related events you are encouraged to check the
calendar so that there are no clashes with events organized locally by other
churches. Do please send information of events with dates that you would like
adding to the calendar to Clare Carswell at mail@clarecarswell.com. She has
also made a community page for the CTC on the local website.
www.charlbury.info.
Upcoming Events:
Procession of Witness 10.15 am Good Friday April 18th
Starts at the Playing Close by the fountain, stopping for readings and hymns
outside each church and finishing at St Mary’s for refreshments. St Teresa’s
will supply a reader and ten hot cross buns as will the other churches.
Christian Aid United Service Sunday 18 May: The Friends will lead a
United Service in St Mary’s at 9.45am.
One World Week United Service Sunday 19 October: The Baptist
Church will lead the service.
STREET FAIR: Churches Together all band together to run the Home made
and home grown stall at Street Fair, mid September. Please bear this in mind
and think about your extra produce from the garden or homemade jams and
cakes. The money raised is used for the many charities that CTC support, this
year it will go to the Christian Aid Community project for the Afghan Women’s
Educational Centre.
Clare Carswell
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FAIRTRADE STALL
Our stall reopens on Sunday 13 April 2014
St Teresa's is one of five churches in Charlbury to actively support the
FAIRTRADE movement. Launched in Sept 2010, our stall makes a selection
of the TRAIDCRAFT /Fairtrade product line available - mostly food but also
fashion and gift items from around the world.
TRAIDCRAFT was established as a Christian response to poverty, working
with people of all faiths and none. As a dedicated fair trade company, they
buy from disadvantaged producers, and as a charity they help producers to
engage in trade and campaign for trade justice.
Their vision is A WORLD FREED FROM THE SCANDAL OF POVERTY.
Our parish's contribution is to sell/buy these goods at cost on a weekly basis.
There is a stall outside St Teresa's after the 11am Mass on Sundays when
the weather is fair. It is manned by young people from the parish Zoe
Foster, Victoria Paines and Hannah Lewis.
The catalogue is also available for orders from those who attend St Kenelm's.
These orders can be taken any time.
St Teresa's belong to the Charlbury Fairtraders group and we pool our
weekly orders to take advantage of bulk order prices and save on delivery
charges.
Thank you to all parishioners for supporting our mission of fighting poverty
through trade.

"My children, our love is not just to be words or mere talk, but something
real and active."
1 John 3:18
To receive or order from our catalogue please contact FT Coordinator
Madeleine Wheare 01608 810092 email: mad@wheare.org
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St. Teresa’s Parish
People responsible for
Ministries, Activities, Events and Projects
April 2014

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

Parish Council: Chairman: Madeleine Wheare, Secretary: Rosemary
Galli
Finance Committee (incl: Gift Aid - Fund raising report): Gerard Frost,
Paul Radcliffe, Sheila Peacock, John Dora and Hugh Sherbrooke
Welcomers (Charlbury rota): Hilda Joy Jones
Welcomers (Enstone rota): Anne and Peter Clifton
Lectors and Cantors (Charlbury rota): Richenda Connell
Lectors and Cantors (Enstone rota): Gerard Frost
Eucharistic Ministers rota: Richenda Connell
Organists: Nick Paines, Simon Hoare, Alison Offer, John Garrick
Choir: Fr Aldo Tapparo
Coffee after Mass (Charlbury): Alison Offer
Coffee after Mass (Enstone): Anne and Peter Clifton
Youth Group: Brek Taylor
Churches Together in Charlbury (CTC): Clare Carswell, Hilda Joy Jones
Fair Trade Stall: Madeleine Wheare
Catechists: Jane Mulcahey
Church website: Clare Carswell
St. Teresa’s Network and Magazine: Alison Offer
Health and Safety Officer: Hilda Joy-Jones
Safeguarding: Sharnalee Foster
Buildings Maintenance: Hugh Sherbrooke
Church Cleaning rota: Hilda Joy Jones
Altar linens: Damayanthi Winder
Surplices: Sue Daniels
Brasses: Mike & Joyce Solomon, Paula Biggs, Hilda Joy Jones
Church Garden: Damayanthi Winder
Church Flowers: Jessie Horn and Sheila Peacock
Coffee Morning Coordinators: Sheila Peacock and Jessie Horn
Church Bazaar Coordinator: Madeleine Wheare
Church BBQ Coordinator: Alison Offer
APF-Missio red boxes: Zoe Foster
Lifts to church: Peter Clifton
Rosary: Damayanthi Winder
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PARISH MEETING: APRIL 2014
The Annual Parish meeting was held on Weds 9 April and was attended by 19
people. Thanks to all who attended and contributed to the discussions. The
minutes of that meeting are posted at the back of church and copies may be
obtained by contacting the Chairman (01608 810092 or mad@wheare.org).
A review of the year revealed a very important discovery - that there are at
least 32 Ministries in the parish! This is all the more surprising as the regular
attendance at Mass is a little over 75 at best on a good weekend. Father Aldo
was full of praise and encouragement that such a strong show of lay involvement would stand the parish in good stead in the future, when perhaps there
was no longer a full time Parish priest.
In March, there was a Call for Volunteers which was very successful and it
is heartening to welcome some new helpers to our various teams. Father Aldo
was able to suggest some new needs of the Parish which were addressed at
that time and training is ongoing. It was especially appreciated that many of
our young people completed their own volunteer forms and came forward to
offer their help. Exemplary and heartwarming support - thank you.
An urgent plea is still outstanding and that is for people to come forward and
help with CHURCH FLOWERS. No experience is necessary and we will be
getting some support from the new Charlbury Flower Shop. So please, if you
can devote a few hours on a Saturday morning to join the two ladies who
have been "holding the fort" for over a year, to learn the ropes and then be
part of a rota, this would be much appreciated.
Those who attended the APM suggested some NEW PROJECTS: repainting
the front of the altar, repainting the front door of the church and cleaning the
church windows externally. These items will be seen to as quickly as possible.
If any other jobs need doing, please would parishioners not hesitate to let us
know.
St Teresa's Parish Council meets 3 times a year and the next meeting will be
held on Tues 1st July 2014, 8 pm at the home of the Chairman - Lynden
Cottage, Dyers Hill, Charlbury. The Council does not operate on a
"membership" basis but instead, all parishioners are invited to attend. In
addition, they are welcome to contact the Chairman at any time to raise any
items of concern.
Madeleine Wheare, Chairman
The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Registered Charity No. 234216

