CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2015

Sunday Mass Times
Enstone
9.00am
Charlbury
11.00am

Advent Carols:
Sunday 6th December, 3pm, St.Teresa’s
Penitential Service with Visiting Priests:
Monday 21st December, 7.30pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Eve:
Mass of Christmas Night with Lessons and
Carols - 8.00pm, St.Teresa’s
Christmas Day:
The Mass of Dawn - 9.00am St.Kenelm’s
The Mass of the Day - 11.00am St Teresa’s
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PRAYER FOR REFUGEES
Lord, no one is a stranger to you.
No one is ever far from your loving
care.
You are invited to join us for
our

Annual Advent Carol
Service
Sunday 6th December
3pm
St Teresa’s

In your kindness watch over
refugees and exiles, those separated
from their loved ones, and those
who have left, or run away from
home.
Bring them back safely to the place
where they long to be, help us
always to show your kindness to
strangers and those in need.

Followed by a mince pie
reception

Hilda Joy Jones
The parish is part of the Archdiocese of
Birmingham: Registered Charity No.
234216

All Welcome

Real Church Bulletin Bloopers
 The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who
are not afflicted with any church
 Men’s Prayer Breakfast. No charge but your damnation will be gratefully
accepted
 The music for today’s service was all composed by Handel in celebration of
the 300th anniversary of his birth
 The 1997 Spring Council Retreat will be hell on May 10th and 11th
 The peace making meeting scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a
conflict.
 The over 60’s choir will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the
entire church
from Church of Wales Parish of St Harmon parish newsletter
Contributed by Monsignor Morgan



Front cover design drawn by Max
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FROM FR. ALDO
Within a few days time, on the 8th December, the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, we, as Catholics, will be entering into the
Jubilee Year of Mercy which will eventually conclude on the 20th
November 2016. During the course of this year there will be much for us
to reflect upon but as an introduction, I would like to focus on the very
important role of the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica in Rome which will
be solemnly opened signifying the beginning of this Jubilee Year. No
doubt we'll be able to see it on our televisions.
Since the year 1300, when Pope Boniface VIII declared the first
Holy Year, the Catholic Church has regularly celebrated “Holy Years,”
usually every twenty-five years (at least since 1470), except for special
circumstances, like this coming year when a Jubilee or Holy Year has
been declared. A major aspect of any Holy Year has been that of
pilgrimage to Rome to make reparation for sin and to renew the
conversion of one’s life. Today, however, we are not necessarily called
to make a pilgrimage to Rome but we are all called to make a
pilgrimage, in spirit, in our own lives in which we find a fresh
opportunity to seek the great mercy of God.
A very important symbolic act performed by each pilgrim has been
to pass through the Holy Door and because we are not expected to go
to Rome, the Bishops have appointed churches throughout their
dioceses to have a Holy Door through which their people are asked to
pass. Our nearest Holy Door can be found in the Oratory Church of St.
Aloysius, Woodstock Road, Oxford and it is hoped that there will be an
occasion when our Deanery will go together to pass through that Holy
Door.
The Holy Door is an important feature because Christ identified
Himself as “the door.” In his Bull Incarnationis Mysterium (The Mystery
of the Incarnation) which proclaimed the Holy Year in 1983 which
commemorated the 1950th year after the Lord's resurrection, Pope St.
John Paul II stated that the Holy Door “…evokes the passage from sin to
grace which every Christian is called to accomplish. Jesus said, ‘I am the
door’ (John 10:7) in order to make it clear that no one can come to the
Father except through Him. This designation which Jesus applies to
Himself testifies to the fact that He alone is the Saviour who has been
sent by the Father. There is only one way that opens wide the entrance
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into this life of communion with God: This is Jesus, the one and absolute
way to salvation. To Him alone can the words of the psalmist be applied in
full truth: ‘This is the door of the Lord where the just may enter’ (Psalm
118:20).”
Therefore to pass through the door from the outside of St. Peter’s, or
any other church that has a Holy Door, into the interior is to pass from this
world into the presence of God, just as in the old Temple of Jerusalem, the
High Priest on the Feast of Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, passed
through the veil covering the doorway of the Holy of Holies to enter into
the presence of God to offer the sacrifice of atonement. Moreover, to pass
through the Holy Door is to confess with firm conviction that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God, the Lord, and the Saviour who suffered, died, and rose for
our salvation. With great courage, a person freely decides to cross the
threshold leaving behind the kingdom of this world so as to enter the new
life of grace of the Kingdom of God and experience God's mercy. When the
Holy Door opens, the obstacles of our passage to our Lord are removed.
During this Holy Year of Mercy, let us hope and pray that the obstacles of
our personal weakness, temptation, and sin will be removed so that we
will have a holy union with our Lord.

Fr. Aldo

FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE
I was once told that there is a space within each person which only God
can fill – that space within me is waiting for God. If I do not admit him into
my life then there will be an emptiness within me - a void.
I wonder about this space within me, maybe you do too. There often is no
room for him because of busy lives and family commitments etc. However,
there was no room for Jesus in the Inn. He was born in a stable, not a
very ‘posh’ or welcoming place! So I think however unsuitable we may feel
about our space for God, we can make it welcoming by giving him space
to be there during the day and evening, reflecting on the great love he has
for us and how much he welcomes us, opening our hearts and minds to
him.
Hilda Joy Jones
St.Teresa’s Network is our local parish e-mail group that is used
for sharing information about parish events. You can join by
sending an e-mail with the subject “subscribe” to
stteresasnetwork-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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PRAYER, INFORMATION, ACTION
REVIEW OF 2015, SOME PLANS FOR 2016
I’ve now been your Parish Representative for ACN for just about 18
months so a good moment to pause, reflect back and think forward.
2014/2015
2014 Xmas Card Sales: we were able to contribute £461 to ACN
last Christmas.
2015
June Talk and Concert: This was my first attempt at fund-raising for
ACN and was quite a ‘learning experience’. We had a talk by Dr
Dee Dunne Thomas, ACN, followed by a concert with Quartet
Melba. This event raised just under £600.
October I was invited to give a brief talk at the United Services Service
on 18 October hosted by St. Teresa’s. I spoke about ACN’s recent
report Persecuted and Forgotten? A report on Christians oppressed
for their Faith 2013-2015. The report assesses the deepening
plight of Christians in 22 countries of concern. Drawing on
testimony from witnesses of persecution, ACN’s global analysis
shows why Christians are the world’s most persecuted faith group,
but it concluded there is hope as evidenced by some stories of
how local communities are protecting and promoting their faith by
dialogue with other religions. The congregation very kindly
donated over £160 at this event
November At this time of writing, our Autumn/Winter fund-raising event
is still in the future. This year we are raising money so that Syrian
Christian children will be able to have a parcel on Christmas
morning. On 21st November we are planning a day of prayer and
feasting, with a vigil followed by a reception after Vespers, and
then a Middle Eastern supper with a raffle. So far donations are
nearly £200, with more in the pipeline.
November/ December The Christmas card sales are going well (I’ve just
had to re-order), so I hope to be able to match our sales of last
year.
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2016
After discussion with Fr. Aldo and others in the parish; we’ve decided
not to engage in activities that do not directly link to ACN's mission
statement and values: Pray, Information, Action. So no quiz nights or
talent shows – Charlbury has more than enough of those. Instead
events that have Christian faith at its heart and will allow us to tell
people about ACN’s work. So two events I’m thinking about for 2016
are:
+ In the early summer (May?) I will take a group to visit the
wonderful Anglo-Saxon Church at Deerhurst (near Cheltenham). This
church is on a site of 2500 years of continuous worship (Celtic,
Roman, Christian), so it’s a living monument to faith. More about this
in the New Year.
+ the other possible even is a sponsored walking pilgrimage by me
(and other walkers) along St. Cuthbert’s way from Melrose to
Lindisfarne (62 miles). I’m still thinking about the logistics of that for
the summer. It is likely to be in late July.
Summary: I am struck by how generous people are in our parish in
helping and offering practical support – many heartfelt thanks to all those
who have given their time and effort. Looking back over the year how well
we have done in our tiny, spread out parish and that’s due to you, St.
Teresa’s parishioners and other good people in Oxfordshire in continuing
to support Aid to the Church in Need.
Thank you, Suze Mathews

LATE BREAKING NEWS!
The event on the 21st
November to raise money
for Christmas boxes for
children in Syria was very
successful. A prayer vigil
was held throughout the
day, followed by a beautiful,
joyful and well attended
Vespers service in
St.Teresa’s and a delicious
Photo: Clare Carswell
Eastern meal in the Methodist
Hall. Around £900 was raised in support of the ACN project.
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FAIRTRADE

St Teresa's is a Fairtrade Parish
The TRAIDCRAFT stall at St Teresa's is set up outside the church on the
terrace, from April to October. This year parishioners gave GENEROUS
support to producers in the developing world by buying £200 worth of
TRAIDCRAFT goods through the parish stall and at the Church Bazaar in
October.
In addition, there was a sale of TRAIDCRAFT Christmas Cards at the Church
Bazaar in October and that raised a further £66.
Madeleine Wheare would like to thank all her patrons for their humorous
support and genuine interest in the range of Fairtrade products. She would
also like to thank Hannah Lewis and Zoe Foster who took turns running
the stall when Madeleine is away! Together they covered most "dry"
Sundays. Hannah has all been able to use this valuable experience towards
her Duke of Edinburgh Award. Special thanks also to the Swabey family for
manning the stall during the Bazaar.
Traditionally, the FT stall is closed for the winter and will reopen after Easter
when the clement weather returns.
A TRAIDCRAFT Christmas catalogue can be obtained by contacting Madeleine
on 01608 810092 or mad@wheare.org.
Alternatively, orders can be handled
with TRAIDCRAFT direct by using their
website: www.traidcraftshop.co.uk

A CURE FOR SCANDAL
Take of 'good nature', one oz.; of a herb called 'mind your own business',
one oz.; mix this with a little 'charity for others'; two or three sprigs of 'keep
your tongue between your teeth'; a handful of a plant called 'look at
yourself'; and a few leaves of a herb called 'mend it'.
Symptoms: the symptoms are a violent itching in the tongue and roof of the
mouth, the itch taking place when you are in the company of a species of
animal called 'gossip'. When you feel a fit of it coming on, take a spoonful of
the mixture, which you must keep in your mouth, closely shut, till you get
home, and it will effect a complete cure. As this is the only cure for scandal,
all affected persons should follow these directions closely and carefully, or
danger will follow."
Contributed by Sue Daniels
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THE DIOCESAN JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMISSION:
REPORT OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 17 OCTOBER 2015
Hilda Joy-Jones and Rosemary Galli represented St. Teresa’s at the yearly
confab between the Diocesan J&P Commission and parish-level commissions.
The Pope’s and Bishops’ admonition to parishes to respond to the Syrian
Refugee crisis formed a large part of the discussion as well as the encyclical,
Laudato Si. Sparked off by the major speaker, John Battle, head of the Leeds
Diocese J&P Commission and former MP for Leeds West (1987—2010), the
conversation continued in groups on these and related topics. This brief
report will attempt to summarize the gist of John Battle’s talk and the two
groups attended by Hilda and Rosemary.
Battle passionately tackled the complex and challenging subject of “Changing
the Unjust Structures of Society.” He began by describing these structures
supported by “laws and budgets” and how they are supported by a series of
myths and stereotypes. In a second session, he offered examples from his
own experience of how to create new structures. He drew inspiration directly
from the two encyclicals, Deus Caritas Est and Laudato Si.
Battle described how people become indifferent to the world about them,
tranquillized by their comfortable lifestyles and subject to false myths, which
hide the causes of poverty and suffering. Some of these false myths concern
poverty, immigration and rising wages. Behind concepts of the poor lie
stereotypes such as lazy people on the dole, people seen as rubbish, some
deserving, others undeserving, mocked by such TV programmes as Benefit
Street. The reality, however, is that the poor in our society are the working
poor. The majority of poor children are in families working sometimes two
and three jobs trying to make ends meet. The poor are in part-time jobs, on
zero-hour contracts. The slogan of “making work pay” is another myth when
people cannot get enough hours in the week to do so. These are people
dependent on tax credits to make up for the wages they cannot acquire even
when both spouses are working. Then there is the myth of the “Living Wage”
not to be reached until the end of the Parliament. What are people to do in
the meantime?
Another myth shouts: “the migrants are coming, the migrants are coming!”
The truth is that refugees and asylum-seekers already here make up only
0.24% of the UK’s population. Such scare-mongering allows the government
to describe Eritreans as economic migrants when, four weeks ago, they were
classified as refugees and to propose taking away all benefits for asylumseekers who have been failed in their first claim for protection as well as
taking away their right of appeal. The international aid budget will be focused
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on building detention centres in countries asylum seekers come from so that
20,000 can be deported to them.
What these divisive false myths do is to eat away at human solidarity, which
was at the basis of social legislation, such as the NHS, to provide a social
security net for everyone. In their stead is an ideology of individualism—
everyone on his/her own—which leads to elitism and exclusion, replacing the
ideals of the common good and community, love and mercy. Pope Francis
preaches a poor church for the poor, a sanctuary for all. Deus Caritas Est first
put forward this vision urging Catholics to “organise, organise, organise” on a
local level! There is even a section in the back of the encyclical that shows how
this can be done.
Battle gave the example of what organising in his neighbourhood of Bramley
has accomplished through collective work and community organising.
Confronting the pawn shops and local Wongas, it opened a mutual credit union
that does short-term payday lending at interest rates people can afford. The
Council asked the community to take over the last of the Victorian baths in
Leeds, which it renovated as a community swimming pool offering all kinds of
activities for children, a gym, various courses and services. The success of these
social enterprises has led to an aspiration to buy a shopping centre that will rent
space to shops people want and need, to be run as non-profit social enterprises.
Building from the bottom up, using local talents especially of retired people and
putting them together with paid workers, is one model for an alternative world.
Battle also outlined some other challenges for the Church and parishioners
today:
•
To rise up against the sections of the Immigration Bill, 2015, that deny
failed asylum seekers support;
•
Tackle the causes that force people to be dependent on Food Banks;
•
Attack usurious pay-day lenders;
•
Become a welcoming Church, friendly to refugees and the vulnerable
among us;
•
Begin the work of ecological conversion of ourselves according to Laudato
Si.
Hilda attended the workshop on Laudato Si. The first session reflected upon the
following encyclical quote: “We are speaking of an attitude of the heart, one
which approaches life with serene attentiveness, which is capable of being fully
present to someone without thinking of what comes next, which accepts each
moment as a gift from God to be lived to the full.” It then focused on the
present planetary ecological threat brought home in a video of Davi Kopenawa
Yamomami of the Hutakara Yamomani Association defending the rights of the
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Amazon’s indigenous peoples. Davi says “Think of the earth. It is life.” The
group discussed how we are all called to be guardians of God’s creation. In
the second session, another video showed a young Filipino boy swept out to
sea by Typhoon Yolanda who swam for three hours in a freezing sea,
bewildered and confused. His faith in God kept him going while all the others
in his fishing boat died. The workshop pondered on the fact that climate
change is making such disasters more frequent and intense and reflected on
the ways in which as individuals we turn away from loving God, our
neighbour and the earth.
Rosemary was at the workshop on St. Chad’s Sanctuary, sponsored by the
Birmingham cathedral in conjunction with the Salvation Army. The Sanctuary
provides an open-door to refugees and asylum-seekers giving them a place
to meet, to get advice and lots of support. The idea sprang in 2010 from an
obvious need recognised by Sister Margaret Walsh who observed long
queues outside the office of the Refugee Council. People waited long hours
for an appointment to get legal and other advice with no place to go while
waiting, sometimes in the rain and cold. Sister approached the Cathedral
authorities to open cathedral doors and to offer coffee and tea as it is in the
same vicinity as the Council. The demand grew and the need to expand was
satisfied by a nearby empty Salvation Army building. Today, the Sanctuary
occupies the entire building. Volunteers offer not only a welcome but such
support as food packs, shoes, clothing, bedding and toiletry items (the
hygiene packs). It also provides advice on social services open to asylumseekers while a lawyer gives advice. It also runs ten levels of English
language courses as well as other courses and activities. Since 2010, the
Sanctuary has had 57,335 visits and in October alone, served 2,000 people.
Assisted by parishes and schools, the Sanctuary regularly needs donations of
goods, services and funds as it receives no public or foundational support.
Rosemary Galli

Louise Littledale hosted a coffee morning at her
home in aid of St. Chad’s Sanctuary in
November.
The final total raised at the coffee morning was
£652.70. Louise delivered the money, donated
clothes and hygiene packs to the sanctuary the
following week where Sr. Margaret Walsh was
delighted to receive the result of our efforts.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
The Pastoral Council meets 4 times a year (Feb – Apr – Jun - Oct) and the next
meeting will be held Weds 10 February 2016 at Lynden Cottage, Dyers Hill,
Charlbury - the home of the Chairman.
All parishioners are invited to attend and raise any items of concern, as indeed
they are welcome to contact the Chairman at any time.
2015 saw the creation of a new parish website under the care of Clare Carswell.
It is regularly updated by a team and a great deal of useful information and
archival material can be found there.
http://stteresaschurch-charlbury.com
The Parish Room is receiving some well-deserved attention. The small stone
structure on the corner of Fishers Lane and Sheep Street is to be given a basic
refurbishment inside with the replacement of doors and windows. Plans are
under way.
Recent projects:
Replacement of church lighting internally
Refurbishment of the main crucifix over the altar
Church Bazaar fund raising for the Parish Room
Fund raising for St Chad’s Sanctuary, Birmingham
Fund raising for Aid to the Church in Need
Collaboration with Charlbury Refugee Action Group (CRAG)
The year saw a number of valuable social events which were well attended. The
Annual Parish Barbecue in June was once again a great family day and huge
thanks to Alison Offer for organising this day so ably. The recent fund raising
events saw many parishioners collaborating and enjoying working together,
supporting each other in their ventures.
We are always looking for people who want to become more involved in parish
life. So if you are feeling you might like to join us, please contact:

Madeleine Wheare, Chairman

FOODBANK REMINDER
Donations of non-perishable food for the North Oxfordshire Community
Foodbank can be left in the crate at the back of St.Teresa’s. Food should
have a “best before date” of at least 6 months in advance.
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BIBLE QUIZ
(Answers can be found at the foot of the page)

 Which Old Testament prophet had predicted that Jesus would be
born of a virgin, Ezekiel, Isaiah or Jeremiah?
 The first disciples whom Jesus called were a pair of brothers – who
were they?
 In what size groups did the 5000 sit when Jesus fed them – tens,
fifties and hundreds, or pairs?
 John’s Gospel alone records what grain the loaves were made of that
Jesus used to feed the 5000 – was it wheat, rye or barley?
 Which apostle was stoned, dragged out of Lystra, and left for dead?
 On which mountain did the disciples find Jesus when he ascended in
to heaven – Mount Olivet, Mount Horeb or Mount Sinai?

Contributed by Monsignor Morgan
Found in the Church of Wales Parish of St Harmon parish news.

ST TERESA’S CHURCH BAZAAR REPORT
SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 2015
This is the parish’s largest fund raising event of the year and once again it
was a success.
Many parishioners, old and new, young and "less young", from both St
Kenelm's and St Teresa's congregations participated and had the
opportunity of working together on the stalls and getting to know each
other better. The event was held a month later than usual on the first
Saturday of Half Term. There were many competing events that day in
Charlbury and the weather was inclement, still we did very well indeed.
Full financials are on the facing page.
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Takings
2015
67.10
223.00
192.90
N.A.

Takings
2014
36.04
325.00
170.73
13.00

146.43
106.00
76.00
52.00
62.00
N.A.
54.77
6.80
45.00
1032.00

192.07
93.80
155.10
47.00
79.70
78.50
47.00
N.A.
60.00
1297.94

EXTRA FUND RAISING
CHRISTMAS CARDS
YOUTH GROUP
FAIRTRADE GOODS
AID TO CHURCH IN NEED
TOTAL CHARITIES

66.23
N.A.
38.25
86.02
190.50

104.70
70.20
47.25
65.35
287.50

TOTAL FUNDS RAISED

1222.50

1492.59

- 39.20

- 83.60

DOOR
RAFFLE
HOME PRODUCE
GUESS THE WEIGHT: cake and
marrow
BRIC A BRAC
BOOKS
BOTTLES
GIFTS
HAND BAGS
PLANTS
CAFÉ (less expenses)
GAMES
DONATIONS
TOTAL:

on 24 October

Event Expenses Total: Hall
hire etc.

My thanks to all who contributed their time, efforts, cakes, books etc
and came to support us on the day. It is a large event and needs many
hands to make it a success. The clean-up team are thanked profusely as
well - getting the Hall back to normal after the Bazaar is always a great
strain!

Bazaar Coordinator

Madeleine Wheare
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NEWS FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
The finance committee at St Teresa's has changed personnel over the last year.
With many thanks to Gerard Frost, Paul Radcliffe and Sheila Peacock; we are
now a smaller number - Hugh Sherbrooke, Sharnalee Foster and Elizabeth
Canning, as well as Fr Aldo of course.
The role of the Finance Committee is to advise Father regarding the finances of
the parish. We also are required to produce accounts for the diocese and the
parish of course to make sure everything is in order. We are fortunate that such
a good job has been done in the past and we have a good income from regular
contributors. 37 people have signed up for Gift Aid; which last year contributed
to nearly £12,000 to the parish funds. We have also had a successful bazaar
and coffee morning which have added another approx. £1200 to the parish.
A couple of tips; if you are a married couple and claim gift aid as a couple,
consider whether you can separate your gift aid and claim separately - this can
be done legitimately but can (at no cost to you) increase the funds available to
the parish. We are also looking to join the church marketplace where the parish
can receive the commission which would otherwise be paid to a third party,
when you use certain on line retailers - again this costs nothing. More
information will be made available in the bulletin on this point
We will have a budget in January 2016 but already we know we need to replace
the boiler in Church Cottage, so we have some unexpected expense. I am
happy to discuss any questions you may have about the accounts at any time.
Thanks to everyone for their ongoing support of St Teresa's.

Elizabeth Canning

ALONE WITH GOD
Excerpt from ‘To be a Pilgrim’ by Cardinal Basil Hume
“There is one aspect of Christ’s life which needs to be constantly underlined and
emphasised. From time to time he would withdraw from the crowds and his
ministry to be alone with his Father. In that way he showed us the importance
of our being alone with the Father.
Silence and solitude were part of the life of Our Blessed Lord. In his public
ministry, intensely busy, he went off to look for solitude, silence and stillness.
We should do the same from time to time, just to think about the love God has
for us. Go back to that constantly.”
Contributed by Mary Prior
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PARISH BARBECUE
The summer seems a long time
ago now, but last June, on the
feast of St.Peter and St.Paul,
around 50 parishioners
gathered in the presbytery
garden for the annual parish
barbecue. Once again, our
prayers for good weather were
answered, as the June showers stopped around 10 o’clock, in time to cook, and
held off until the afternoon. Thanks to everyone who came along or helped in
any way.

Thanks to Clare Carswell
for the photos, more
pictures can be seen on the
website at:
http://stteresaschurchcharlbury.com/events/

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE SUMMER 2015
Medieval historian and St Teresa's parishioner, Suze Mathews, led a Churches
Together in Charlbury group of twenty pilgrims from all the churches in the town
to the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom of Northumbria for five days in August.
Staying at St Chads beside the splendid cathedral in Durham, we made
excursions to Holy Island Lindisfarne; St John the Evangelist, Escomb; St
Paul's, Jarrow; Hexham Abbey and the Ruthwell Cross. Suze gave interesting
talks about each holy place and also arranged excellent guides for us. Pilgrims
took it in turns to read a prayer they had chosen at each of the sites we visited.
As well as praying and learning together we enjoyed conviviality and a delicious
pilgrimage dinner at St Chads, we were blessed with perfect weather too.
The pilgrimage was a joyously memorable experience for me, giving me the
opportunity to reflect again about those men and women who did so much to
bring and keep Christianity in England - we owe them much. With Saints
Cuthbert and Bede to support us in our prayers we hope that we may,
individuals, be closer to our pilgrimage purpose of 'Shalom: Peace and WellBeing'; and pray that we may be able to share that with a wider world.
Clare Carswell
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EALA EARENDEL – THE OLD ENGLISH ADVENT LYRICS
If you have read JRR Tolkein’s “Lord of the Rings”, you may remember that as
the hobbit, Frodo, passes through the lair of Shelob on the way into Mordor he
reaches for the phial of Galadriel – “a light when all other lights go out” and “…
‘Aiya Earendil Elenion Ancalima!’ he cried, and knew not what he had spoken…”
– but you may not know that Frodo’s brief cry in Tolkein’s Elvish echoes a much
older line from an in Old English poem – “eala earendel engla beorhtast” – O
Earendel, brightest of angels. This comes from the Anglo-Saxon Advent lyrics
preserved in the Exeter book, which include poetic responses to the beautiful O
Antiphons.
The section that begins “eala earendel” is a version of the Latin antiphon that
begins “O Oriens” (in modern English: “O Rising Dawn, Radiance of the Light
eternal and Sun of Justice : come, and enlighten those who sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death”).
The Old English version, found in the Exeter book, and written around or before
the 10th century, is radiant with words representing light and full of hope:
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Roughly translated into 21st century English the section reads:
O Earendel, brightest of angels,
sent over middle-earth for mankind,
and radiance of the righteous sun.
Splendid beyond stars, you, of your own self
eternally illuminate all ages.
As you, God of God begotten of old,
Son of the true Father, in the glory of the heavens,
ever were, without beginning,
so now, in need, your own creation
boldly bids you send the bright sun to us,
and come yourself, to enlighten those
who lived long in the gloom of perpetual night,
draped in darkness, enfolded by sins,
enduring death’s dark shadows.
Now, full of joyous expectation, we trust in the salvation
brought to the world through the Word of God,
who, from the first, was with the Father Almighty,
co-eternal with God, and now became
faultless flesh, borne by a woman,
a consolation for sorrows. Without sin,
God was seen with us; the son of man
and the mighty Creators child dwelt together,
peaceful among the people…
Alison Offer

‘KEEP A GREEN BOUGH IN YOUR HEART
…and presently a bird will sing in its branches’
For over three decades a small magazine made up of ten or more stapled
sheets of A4 typescript has been coming through my letter-box every
quarter. Called ‘A Green Bough’, it describes itself as ‘A Magazine for Indoor
People’, and aims to cheer up those who are housebound by chronic
sickness.
It was taken on as a project by Margaret Clifton in Arundel in the 1980s, after
the founder had died in 1981. Since Margaret’s passing this very Catholic
magazine has been continued by a small band of helpers, headed by Mary
Corbyn, a friend of Margaret who is now in her eighties. There are no
particular plans for the future, and Mary professes: ‘We sing while there’s
voice left’.
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The contents are uplifting and there are funnies: no problems of faith here! I
have always enjoyed a feature called ‘Out of the Mouths of Children’, with
classical howlers like “Solomon was the wisest man of his time owing to the
fact that he had so many wives to advise him”, and “Q: Who was sorry when
the prodigal son returned? A: The fatted calf”.
The continuation of the magazine against a changing background of church
membership is heart-warming, but far from reassuring. True, it has kept
going entirely on the donations and written contributions of the readership,
which has included priests and Catholic writers. But the initial circulation of
about 500 has declined to a current level of 300. The convents, important in
its Irish readership, have diminished in importance, and you can even say
that the children’s education in Catholic teaching which fed the jokes has
become much less of a factor in Catholic life. Paper and staples belong to a
past era, too. But the message of hope and the encouragement for people
facing suffering in their everyday lives has never ceased to be relevant.
You can request a free copy of ‘A Green Bough’ from Mary Corbyn at 14 Bond
Street, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 9BL You may even have something to
contribute.
Peter Clifton

ST TERESA’S YOUTH
Members of the St. Teresa’s Group were busy with GCSE and A-levels this
summer, so there were not many meetings. However, they did manage to
get together at the end of May for a Sri Lankan meal, hosted by the Fosters.
Brek gave a presentation on her trip to Sri Lanka (you may remember her
article about it and SUROL, the leprosy charity in the last magazine), and
Fr.Aldo, Brek and Luke, the members of St Teresa’s Youth and their parents,
shared Sri Lankan curries.

Photo: Brek Taylor

Brek has moved out of the parish now, and we thank her for all the work she
has done with the young people in the parish over the last few years, and we
wish her and Luke every happiness in the future.

Advent and Christmas 2015
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There is a story of an old woman kneeling quietly in the church
saying her rosary. The Lord looked down from Heaven and saw here
bent over, the beads clicking. Gently he called to her, “Agnes, I’m
here”; no reply. He tried again, “Agnes, it’s Jesus, I’m here”; still no
reply. So he leant down a bit closer and called out for a third time,
“Agnes, I’m here, it’s Jesus, can you hear me?” This time the
clicking stopped and a rather irritated Agnes looked up and said, “I
heard you the first time, but I was talking to your Mother!”

From the V.Rev.Martin Graham, “Our Lady and the Eucharist”
(2015) who notes that there are five Our Fathers in the Rosary and
five Glory Bes and fifty Hail Marys.
Contributed by George Huxley

PRAYER
“O Lord, remember not only the men
and women of goodwill, but also
those of ill will. Do not remember all
the suffering they have inflicted on
us; remember the fruits we have
bought, thanks to the this sufferingour comradeship, our loyalty, our
courage, our generosity, the
greatness of heart which has grown
out of all this, and when they come
to judgment let all the fruit which we
have borne be their forgiveness”
This prayer was written by an
unknown prisoner in Ravensbrück
concentration camp and left by the
body of a dead child. It is quoted by
Sue Ryder in her autobiography,
“Child of my Love”.
In these troubled times, could our
prayer possibly be as generous as
this? May we may be given even a
fraction of the comradeship,
courage and greatness of heart
which this unknown hero clearly felt
and experienced.
Louise Littledale

PAIN
The cry of man’s anguish went up to God,
‘Lord take away pain:
The shadow that darkens the world Thou hast
made,
The close-coiling chain
That strangles the heart, the burden that weighs
On the wings that would soar,
Lord, take away pain from the world Thou hast
made,
That it love Thee the more.’
Then answered the Lord to the cry of His world:
‘Shall I take away pain,
And with it the power of the soul to endure,
Made strong by the strain?
Shall I take away pity, that knits heart to heart
And sacrifice high?
Will ye lose all your heroes that lift from the
fire
White brows to the sky?
Shall I take away love that redeems with a price
And smiles at its loss?
Can ye spare from your lives that would climb
unto Me
The Christ on His cross?”
Anon
Contributed by Mary Prior

Solutions will be left at the back of St.Teresa’s and linked from
http://stteresaschurch-charlbury.com/parish-magazine
Across
5. To know the tree associated with Enstone
(6)
7. Reverse the entrance to see the old cross (4)
8. Need anoraks around here to stay dry in the
floods (5-3)
9. Fourth of four – symbolised by an eagle (4)
10. Nan turns out to be Christmas
grandmother (3)
11. Messenger hiding in orange letterbox (5)
15. Vicars in fix near roundabout find a Jesuit
missionary (7-6)
18. Predecessor of 21 down, allegedly buried
in Charlbury (5)
19. First lady who picks fruit the day before
the festival… (3)
20. …and her partner in crime (4)
21. Prepare someone to be included in this
puzzle (8)
23. Italian saint featured in the Shorthampton
wall paintings (4)

24. Local patron is found around Easter (6)
Down
1. Second of four – symbolised by a winged
lion (4)
2. Nadia goes up to see northern saint (5)
3. Hope and joy in life eternal, initially
ascending, for prescient preacher (6)
4. Butcher mixed tea for insular bishop (8)
5. Relatives (3)
6. Home of saintly French family (7)
12. No room here (3)
13. Gabriel’s greeting (3)
14. Saint gives abbreviated blessing (8)
16. I do, sire, spin around a learned bishop of
Seville (7)
17. Advent (6)
19. Mary’s diminutive cousin (5)
21. Ancient bishop left hanging in Florida (4)
22. For us, to be in the present is to be upset
for a period of time (3)
Alison Offer

